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CID) SY DCKM i) 
SIG a AS Nato 


Amos 6. 12. 


Shall horſes run upon the rock ? will one plot 
there with oxen ? for ye have turned Judge- 
ment into gall, and the fruit of Righteouſ- 


nefs into hemlock. 


S223 Fews (the liketo which, as 0ſi- 
Ree. axder relates, they have among 
gy the Germans) uſed to expreſs 
[1 Res 2 thing difficult or impoſsible, 
Oz IBS ſcems at the firſt view, as diffi- 
NETS WDSDS ;4/; 25 the thing it expreſſes; 
and though it be a ſtile very ſuitable ro the Propher, 
who was 2 herd-man of Tekoa, to ſpeak of Horſes and 
Oxen, yet there ſeems to be as.incongruous a conne- 
xi0n of that which is joynedwith chem't for what co- 
herence is there betwixt Horſes and Fudetment ; be- 


His proverbial ſpeech among the 


is ls. 


ch. 1. r. 


rwixt Oxen and Righteouſneſs * or what dependance gg, 'p, 
betwixt running vpen 4 r0ck, and tnraing Fudgement S12ciac, 


las tneunt, 


res ; betwixt plowing with: Ox:n, and turning \,"; way 


the fruit of Righteonſnieſs imts' Hemlock? The ſtrange- nilil 2 
neſs of which connexion according to the ' ſeveral ore £1 
aſpeQs it bears, hach adminiftred as diverſe and wins, Dru- 


that 


ſtrange apprehenſfions on judgements of thoſe fs. 
| 2 
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_ have plowed with their heifers to find out the 
riddle, 

I, Some ſtraining the words ſo far, as to interpret 
them to be a preditFion of the rejefting of the Fews, 
and election or taking in of the Geptiles ; the Fems 
being thoſe, that like untamed hesfers, would not 

| ſubmit theirnecks to the yoke of Gods law, which 
4 oc, Was as difficult for that ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked 
Quocirca People to do, as for the wild oxe (of which S.Ferome 
_ Chifu 15- underſtands this place ) to plow upon the rocks , and 
E.deis,jugi therefore Chriſt rejeting theſe, makes choice of 
evangelici the Gentiles, a people of a more tame and gentle na- 
56, auafs LUrE, tO bear his Evangelical . yoke, and to them he 
bubalis ele» \ay$, take my yoke upon you, 
Mee 2, Others conceive the Prophet by theſe. words. 
cicares® tO exprels the 1ſraclites ineptitade and wnfitneſs for 
domite;,94- rhe performance of any good that was required of, 
collize ju©. Or Expected from them, They were like the Pro- 
gum mewn phet's girdle hid at Euphrates,arred', or like the pin 
ny. in Ezekiel made of the vipe, «ſcleſs, and good for noe 
3 Lap. cir. thing ; they were ( as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks ) wiſe to do 
in. evil, buttodo good, they had uo underftanding, The 
Jer. 13.17. 0xe knew his owner, & the aſs his maſters crib,but Iſra- 
Ezck.15-3-cl 4;d not know,this brutiſh people did nogunderſtand, 
«tile you- T EY miſunderſtood, or negleRed their duty, and 
dus, wereasS wnskilfull in the chozce, as wnfit for the perſer; 
mance of it their choice and wiſhes. being'like thoſe of 
the horſe and oxe, mentioned by the Poet, Optat 
ephippia bos piger , optat arare caballus, And there- 
ore to theſe creatures, the Prophet compares them, 
it beipg as impoſſible for them.to do well, or we in 
h c 
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at the Aſsiſes at YORK. 
the ways of Obedience, as it is for Horſes to run upon 
the rock, or one to plow there with Oxen. 

3. Others apprehend the words as a reproof of 

their folly, in- that they thought co advance them- 
ſelves, or eſtabliſh their kingdom by idolatry, op- 
preſſion, and the like, mentioned ch, 4, which was a 
courſe as fool;ſh, as a horſes running upon 4 rock, and 
as fruitleſs, as ones m_ there with oxen, AS 
though the Prophet had told them, how agreeable 
{oever wickednels was. to their nature, yet it was Con- 
trary to their &ſiz; they made uſe of very unlike- 
ly means to promote their exds ; they were (o far 
rom advancing themſelves by impiety, that they 
took the readieſtand moſt compendious way: to effect 
their -#ine, They that think by fraud and injuſtice, 
by oppreſſion and violence, by rapine and other 
wickedneſs to lay the foundation of their great- 
neſs, do thereby undermine thoſe very founda- 
tions which they lay ; they cannot ſet upon a 
more ſpeedy and effectual way of deſtroying them- 
ſelves, than by pradiſive ſuch attempts upon 
others, 

4. Others underſtand the words as a reproof of 
their groſs ſecurity, and ſottiſh ſtupidity, in that they 
thought, notwithſtanding their fins, God upon the 
account of his Covenant, was bound to be propitious 
tothem, and to load them with his benefits ; they 
looked that themſelves ( like Gideons fleece) thould. 
be wet with the dew of heavens bleſsing, though all na- 
tions about them, were but as dry ground: Becauſe 


God entred into-league with their Fathers, they 
A 3 there- 


4 A SERMON Preached 
therefore expected the beyefit of that covenant, 
though they did not perform the condition of it, 
The Prophet at oncerefutes their folly, and condemns 
their imzpiety, telling them God conld be unmindfull 
of that Covenant, {eeing they on their parts had (6 
hainouſly broken it; and whileſt they were ſuch /u- 
pid and ſenſeleſs rocks, he could no more run onin 
the way of bleſsing, and deing them good, than horſes 
conld run on a rock, or one plow there with oxen, for 
they had turned judgement into gall, and the fruit of 
Righteouſneſs into hemlock, he theretore muſt deal 
accordingly with them, he will recompenſe them ac- 
cording to their doings. The divine Nemeſis will re- 
taliate to men according to their offences, The ſe- 
cure finner ſhall not always go unpuniſhed, bur re- 
ceive the effeZs of his fin, adequate to the wature of 

Judge 1+ 7+ it, As I have done ( ſaith Adenibezek ) ſo hath God 
requited me. And though the Fews here might think 
to eſcape better, and compound with Godfor their 
ſins, and hope by their numerous ſacrifices, and ce- 
remonious worſhip to propitiate that Dezty yr had 


<h.5.22, Aiſpleaſed, yet God tells them, though ye offer me 


barnt-offerings, and meat-offerings, 1 will wot accept 
them, neither will I regard the peace-offerings of your 
fat beaſts. Take thou away from me, the noiſe of thy 
ſones : for 1 will not hear the melody of thy vials, But 
let judgement run down as waters, and righteouſnt(s as 
a mighty ſtream, 

Vincere 5, Others think the words to be an exprobration of 

con ſuetudi- . . 

nem dura ef TEIN accuſtomed conrſes in fin, they had been ſo long 

pugns, inured to the pradFice thereof, as it was now difficult 

or 
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at the Aſsiſes at Y OR K. 


or impoſſible for them to loſe the habit. Can the Ethi- 
opian change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots ? then 
224) je do well, that are accuſtomed to do evil, Can 
horſes run upon a rock, oy one plow there with oxen ? 
Then may ye execute juſtice,that have turned judge- 
ment into gall; and do uprightly, that have tarned 
righteouſne(s into hemlock, 

6, Others take the words to be a denunciation or 
threatning of the divine judgement, which ſhould un- 
avoidably overtake them, Ir is as impoſſible for ſuch 
{inners, as you are, to ſtand out Gods judgements, 
and go free, as tis for horſes aud oxen to run, or plow 
01 4 rock, Which judgement ſome conceive to be 
either, 

I. General, inthe unſacceſsfulneſs of their affairs 
and undertakings, wherein their labours ſhould be as 
fruitleſs, and endeavours as ſwcceſsleſs, as a horſe or 
oxe's running or plowing upon a cragey rock, Accord- 


ing to that threatning in Dew?, They ſhould be curſed, ,; 
in the city, andin the field, in their backet and in their 16,17, 


ſtore, in their going out, and #n their.coming in, Quic- 
quid calcaverint,ſpina flet, N#hil eorum (as Mercer ) 


que atFuri ſunt, ſit illis ſucceſſurum, ut (i quis per rupes vo op 
equum concitet, aut aret in rupe bobus, quod fruſtrs# & Aveiwy 
fone fruits fecerit, Or elſe, Testlom 


X HE , mt 
All H{4U4s 


their enemies, either the Aſſyrians, as S, Cyril, OI dranciter 
other Adverſaries, as Arias Montanus thinks, who, 52's © 


2, A particular judgement by deſtrution from 


as 'tis in the preceding verſe, ſhould [mite the great :, 


houſe with breaches, viz, their Kings and Princes, _ 
Fudges and Nobles, or (as ſome underſtand it ) the J,7%*, 
o ti » 


Prieſts 


2,1, 


V, 8, 


ASERMON Preached 
Prieſts and Levites, or (as-others extend it) rhe 
whole ten Tribesof Iſrael z 4d the little houſe with 
clefts, viz, the lower and inferiour rank of people 
( as Albert, Mag, or the laity among the 7ſraelites 
(as Lyra) or the two Tribes of Fudah and Benja- 
min(as Druſins and Grotizs) the deſtrution of the 
Great Houſe( according to the latter of theſe ) be- 
ing referred to the time of Salmanaſſar; as that of the 
little one is to the army of Sepnacherib. 

And now though the 7/raelztes might boaſt of 
their power and ſtrength by reaſon of Feroboam their 
Prince, who had gotten great victories, and enlarged 
the Territories of their Kingdom : yet ( as 'tis v.13.) 
they rejoyced in a thing of nought, for the courage and 
ſtrength and ſucceſs of their enemies ſhould be ſuch, 
that they ſhould beſiege their gates, beat down their 
ſtrong holds, and lay their palaces in the duſt, The 
City( in which they might hope to take ſanRuary ) 
ſhould be delivered, with all that was therein ,, the city 
or hill of Zion wherein they were 4: eaſe,or the moun- 
tain of Samaria wherein they truſted, and the rocks in 
which they placed their confidence , ſhould be ſo 
brought down, and as it were levelled by their ene- 
mies, that even ina literal ſenſe horſes might r»x, or 
oxen plow there, Which effets would not ſeem 
ſtrange to them, if they did but conſider their fins, 
the cauſe thereof, which were more ſtrange and mon- 
ſtroas. 

Thus when Judgement and Righteouſneſs the 
two bulwarks of a Nation are thrown down , when 
men changethe order and nature of Juſtice and equi- 
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£7 into that which is moſt oppoſite and contrary 
thereto, tis no wonder if God for their puniſhment 
change the very order of nature, and to make his 
judgements wonderfull ( as is threatned, Dewt, 28.) 
cauſe through a multitude of enemies, even horſes to 
run upon 2 rock; and men to plow there with oxcy, 

7. Others judge the words to be a complaint of 
the Prophets #n/ucceſsfulneſs in his reproofs which 
were fruſtrated by them. They were become ſo de- 
generate in their principles, fo depraved in their 
pradiſes, ſo ſtupified in their »77nds, and ſo hardned 
in their bearts, that his words were bur as thrown 
againſt a rock, or as water ſpilt upon the ground ; 
rebuking of them, was as if one did fing a ſong to 
a deaf man, fo that inſtead of yeprehending them, 
he is ready to reprove himſelf, tor that miſpenſe 
of labour that was caſt upon thoſe, who were 
ſo deſperately corrupted, that they turned all the 
o00d preſented to, or beſtowed upon them into evil. 
{o that his endeavours herein were as ſucceſsleſs as 
a horſe's running upon the rocks, and as ineffectual as 
ones plowing there with oxen, 

8, Laſtly, Others look upon the words as a 
charge drawn up againſt them for their grand 2x- 
juſtice and cruelty, in that they had overturned 
all law and right, and were become ſuch monſters 
therein, as it they had changed the very order of 
law and natare 3 They had ſo corrupted all judge- 
ment, overthrown all right, undermined all /aws, 
that thereby (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) all the 
foundations of the earth were out of courſe: for 

B | they 
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Ch, 8, 4. hey did not onely privately ſwallow up the needy, and 
make the pooy of the land to fail, endeavouring 19 buy 
the poor for filver, and the needy for a pair of 
ſhoes, making alſo the Ephah ſmall, and the ſhekel 
great, and falſifying the balances by deceit; but 

ch, 5, 12. they did publickly afflic? the juſt ;, they took a bribe, 
and turned aſide the poor in the gate ( the place of open 
and publick judicature ) from their right, They tury- 

©, 5.7- 8d judgement into wormwood, and left off righteon(- 
eſs in the earth; or( as the Prophet here expreſles 
it) they turned judgement into gall, and the fruits of 
righteouſneſs into bemlock, they made that whic 
in it ſelf is [weet and pleaſant, as nauſeous and diſtaſt- 
full to God, as gall and hemlock are to the taſts of 
mens 

In which charge drawn up againſt them may be 

conſidered, * _ 


I, The ſpecification of their Sin. 
2, The natnre aud quality of it. 


I, The Specification of it, The Prophet thinks 
it not ſufficient to tell chem onely they are ſinners, 
but charges that ſin upon them, for which they are 
moſt zotorious, Diſcourſes at large andin general, 
ſeldom make imprefſion _ any in particular , 
generalia non punzunt: Such a reproof is like the 
flouriſhing or brandiſhing of a ſword in the air, none 
is pierced or wounded by it, a cloſe and particular 
#pplication is requiſite for copvidFion; as in the 
courſe of the law general accuſations will ground no 
actions, for if a man beaccuſed, 'tis not ſnfficient to 
| ſay 
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fay he is a malefaour, but he muſt be charged with 
particulars ; ſo the Prophet according to that me- 
thod, when he arraigns theſe ſinners here, he 
frames an indictment againſt them of zotorious and 
perſonal offences, Men generally take great excepti- 
ons againſt this kind of dealing, eſpecially they tha 
are in power and authority, ſuch as thoſe againſt 
whom the Prophet here draws up his accuſation, 
which notwithſtanding is not ſtifled by any awe of 
their power, or ſ{uppreſled by any fear of their gyear- 
neſs, If they be great, he is the meſſenger of one 
that's greater, and therefore if they be bold in {z- 
7ng,it well becomes him to be ſo in reproving, Thoſe 
that are advanced above the ordinary pitch of men in 
the world, think the addition of their outward for- 
tune (which is often all the worth they have to boaſt 
of) maſt exempt and priviledge them from the re- 
bukes which come from thoſe that in any fſecnlat re- 

ſpec are below them ; accounting it a diminution 

of their greatneſs to be taxed with any crime, as 
though the reproof of their fin were a greater diſho- 


nour, than the commiſsion of it. :h 
It is the folly of men that they had tather be far- 
reed in their vices, than-reproved for then, eſpecially 
if they be ſo notorious as the world takes notice of 
them, Theſe magiſtrates here could happily have 
been. content thar the Propher had invejghed a- 
oainſt ſome-other fin, wherein they had nor been 
concerned, theteby ro juftifie rhethſelves in their 
own eyes, whilſt they heard others condemned 
tor that, of which their own thoughts proclaimed 
B 2 them 
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them guiltleſs , but when he comes ſo cloſe unto 

them, as to touch their gxilt,and thereby to gall their 

conſcience,this proves asbitter and diſtaſtfull ro them, 

as their injuſtice and oppreſſion did to others. 

Such like entertainment this kind of dealing had 

: Kings from Ahab, who upon that account eſteemed Elijah 

21.20 his enemy, and for che ſame reaſon was ſo incen- 

:28 fed againſt Mzcaich, as he could not endure him. 

Gal. 4.16. The Galatians entertained hard thoughts of Saint 

Paul for it, and looked upon him as. their enemy 

becauſe he told them the truth, The miſtaken 

world counts it love and reſpec? to forbear reproof, 

Satiuseft and hatred and i/{ will to tell men their faults, 

folem n:» But David who knew how-to make a better eſti- 

{cere,  . Ate herein, counts ſuch his chiefeſt friends, Let the 
guam Chry- . k , 2 

ſo/tomum righteous ſmite me. it ſhall be a kindneſs, let him 

x pho reprove me it ſhall be ay excellext oyle , and Solomon 

«141.5 hi { . 

is ſon confirms the ſame, Faithfull are the wounds 

Prov.2 7.6. of a friend; and God himſelf hath made this nor 

onely a part of our duty, but a ſigne of friend- 

ſhip and amity, thou ſhalt not hate thy. brother, thou 

ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer 

| ev.19.1 7 119p0n him, Peccats permitiere non eſt manſuetudo, 

Recede 2 ſed crudelitas z tocut and lance apoſtemated wounds 

—_— and fretting ſores, *ris not crwelty but mercy, As he 

erhzrgicus, Chat binds a man ina phrenſie, or awakens one in. a 

ob/ecro te, Jerhargy, thongh he troubles both, yet he ſhews 

_ Aug, More mercy, than diſquiet to them, Ligatur phre- 

de verbis neticus, ſtimwlatur lethargicus, ambo offenduntur, ſed 

tay" ambo diliguntur. And how unwelcome a meſſenger 

fer. 59, ſoeverthe Prophet might be to theſe here, or pr 
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at the Afsiſes at YORK. 
di [guſtfall his meſſage, yet he is ſo far from flatter- 
ing them 1n their greatneſs, or ſoothing themin their 
vices, that on the contrary he points out unto them 
the deformity of their vices, and the ſtar of their - 
greatneſs , even their injuſtice and oppreſs:on, that 
they had turned judgement into gall, aud the fruits 
of righteouſneſs into hemlock, 

2, Which leads, ſecondly to the conſideration of 
the nature and quality of their ſin, which is of great 
extent, and like the fin of our firſt parents, hath ma- 
ny others included init, This is 

I, Inverſio nature, an inverting and changing of 
nature it ſelt z This is to alter the effence and being 
of things ; ro reduce the creation, as much as is poſ- 
ſible, into its Primitive Chaos and confuſion ; to take 
away all diſtin&tion of right and wrong; 0 call 
evil 200d, and good evil , to put bitter for (weet, and 
ſweet for bitter, darkneſs for light , and light for 
darkneſs, *Tis to make Candida de nigris, & de 
candentibus alba. *Tisa ſtranger inverſion of nature 
than for horſes to run, or oxen to plow _ rock, 
Gad hath imprinted in the natural conſciences of 
men notions of right and equity, and he blots our, 
and obliterates theſe, that make ſo ſtrange a 
metamorphoſis, as to turn judgement into gall, and 
righteouſneſs into hemlock, This is = 

2, Abuſms legis, an abuſe of the law, Which is 
abuſed | 

1. By abare pretexce unto it, which is a crime ſo 
much he greater, by how much it does the more: 


cloſely lurk and ſhroud ic ſelf under that which is 
| IN-- 
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A SERMON Preached 
intended for its prevention, thereby making the law 
a partner with it in the tranſgreſſion, Such cunning 
oppreſſion under the ſpecious colour of juſtice, is one 
of the greateſt diſhonours can be laid upon the law, 
which yet is moſt commonly done by thoſe that pre- 
tend to be the chief preſervers of it, who inſtead of 
being inſtruments of juſtice, become engines of cru- 
elty, which they a&t the more ſafely and ſecurely, be- 
cauſe under a pretence of equity, being herein like 
the buſh or bramble in the Fable, that, inſtead of 
ſheltering the ſheep from the ſtorm, tears the fleece 
trom it, ſuch greedily feed npon other mens 
wants, live by other mens /ofſes , and as the com- 
mon ſouldier complained againſt Pompey, miſeris 
noſtra maznus es, they grow great by other mens mi- 
ſeries, It was one ot the aggravations of izjuſtzce 
that Saint Cyprian complained ot in his time, that 


}. 2. Ep. 2, inter leges ipſas delinquitur, antty jura peccatur, nec 


innocentid illic, uhi defenditur, reſervatur., As there 
is no impriety like that imzpicty that is committed in 
Gods ſaniFuary, Oo no 7njuſtice like that injuſtice 
whereby men in the midſt of laws fin azainſt law, 
and do 1»juſtly in the Courts of Fuſtice, 

To erean high Court of pretended F»f#ce to 
condemn Royal innocence, is {O much the greater 
injuſtice, by how much under that diſguiſe it would 
appear to be the /eſs, Pretences of juſtice alter not 
che zature of ations, though they my ſer a fair 
gloſs uponthem: The Del is not at all the berter 
for appearing in Samuels mantle ; no more are mens 
fraudulent aQions for having the law as a cloak to 
cover 
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cover them ; by the help of which they generally 
arrive at a greater height and perfection of wicked- 
neſs, than they could otherwile attain to, Under the 
protection of this, a crafty pleader, like Tertullus, 
will argae any thing 7zjuriouſly ; a ſpitefull proſecy- 
tour, like $anballat, will ſuggeſt any accuſation falſly: 
a confident —_— like thoſe againſt Naboth, will 
{wear any thing boldly: a tame or heedleſs Jury, like 
the Fews againſt our $4vzovr will (wallow down 
any thing rajhly and inconſiderately: a craving Scribe, 
or corrupted officer, like himin the Goſpel! that writ 
fifty for an hundred, will for a tacite bribe foyſt in an 
thing ſecretly and #xjuſtly: by reaſon vr pls 3 ey 
the Fudge in theſe caſes be not like Felix that ex- 
pects a reward privately, but adminiſters juſtice with- 
out by reſpe&s and impartially, yet can he ſcarce 
h4nder ( though he may complain as Diocleſian the 
Emperour, that peſs:mss ſervis cantus & optimus 
venderetnr imperator) but that juſtice will ſome- 
par be perverted, and judgem!nt turned into 
gait, 

2, The law is abuſed by an wnneceſſary uſe of it, 
when men bring trifling and frivolous ſuits, nof wor- 
thy the Magiſtrates cognizance to the Judgement 
{eat z ſo that let the judgement be what it will, ic 
muſt needs in ſome meaſure prove gall to the parties 
concerned in it ; for even he that gets the conqueſt 
by ſo chargeable a remedy, ſhall thereby be a loſer , 
a man's relief by ſuch means being heavier chan the 
:njary it removes ; for it often happens, as he in the 

ory ſaid, ut tw vidtrix provincia plores, In which 
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caſes ſuch may have cauſe to anſwer the congra- 
tulations of their friends, as Pyrrhus (in Platarch ) 
did his after he had gotten two famous victories 
over the Romans, "Ay #71 MIQT ugyl Pwugivs 
V1MowhS ATPINU RS mopTE0)," if they (hould ger 
a few - more ſuch viRories, it would be to their 
utter ruine, And if ſuch quarrelſonie and con- 
rentious ſpirits (with whom there is no more ado,but 
a word and an ad7ion, a tre paſs and a proceſs) 
will not be (o favourable to themſelves as to for- 
bear (uch trivial aRions, it were well if Fudges 
would take Gallio's courſe, and drive fuch 
aftours from the Judgement feat, We go not 
co the Phyſician for every ail, and (mall diſters- 
per, no more ſhould we to the law for every petty 
quarrel and flight offence, 

It's a ſtrange opinion that hath poſlefled the 
minds of many ( not to ſay" moſt) men, thar 
when they pleaſe they may {ue for their own, and 
lawfully contend for their r;ght, and he is accounted 
a good and juſt man that ſeeks after no more: butif 
this be nniverſally underſtood, and in all caſes, it will 
not hold true, For the rules of equity as well as of 
Chriſtianity oblige us to yield oftentimes in ſuch 
things wherein by /aw we might ſtand, and to for- 
20 ſuch things which by aw we might require, with- 
out which equzty, juſtice and peace could not conſiſt, 
at xe hath a power of over-ruling, that /;berry 
which the law gives, and enjoyns us in many caſes to 
recede from our right for the upholding and preſer- 
ving either of publick peace or private, And _ 
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forethey'that always make uſe of the law to gerttheir 
own, are not fo juſt, as they would ſeem to be, for 
that which is done by law, is not always juſtly done, 
Quod jare fit, von ſemper juſte, To goto the Jaw for 
irifles;, ſolikewiſe to ſteal law upon others, and ſur- 
prize them unawares z or ro make uſe of the law as 
the firſt remedy of juſtice,which is ordained to be the 
laft ; or toenter ſuits before any overtures of peace 
and agreement be made, whereby many are forced in- 
co the Courts, that would willingly ſatisfie by private 
order, as much or more, than they are compelled by 
publick, Such proceeding is not 94/0) but axes: - 
91z2%4or, not Juſtice but extremity, for as to make 
uſe of the law for a cauſe ſufficient, and where right 
is denied, is juſtice and equity; ſo ro make uſe of it for 
trifles, and when other remedies may be had, is ex- 
:remity, and {0 an injury. 

3. The law is abuſed by an #ndve ſuſpenſion and 
ſuppreſſion of it, which likewiſe is a perverting of ju- 
ſtice, avd turning judgement into gall, for ſuppreſsing 
of the lawis oppreſing of thoſe that ſhould be preſer- 
ved by,it, and according to the Fewiſh proverb, 
P2771 M2 WIT PA pernotZante judicio, ciſſat 
judicium, When waters are ſtagnant, they preſently 
cauſea ſtink and putrefation, and when the law .s 
ſtopp'din its courſe, the ſtreams which ſhould run 
down like ariver, prove like the waters of Mara', 
bitrer and unpleaſant, Crrat lex (as an eminert 
Fudge of our own nation once anſwered the letter ot 
{ome great Lords writ in behalf c- their friend ) or ac- 
cording to the Empereur's Motto, Fiat juſtitia,pereat 
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munduss let the law have its courſe and juſtice be 
done, be the conſequents or parties concerned in it 
what they will. | | 

There are two uſual obſtrufours of the law, fear 
and favour, neither of which muſt ſtop its paſlage. 

The greatneſs of any muſt not cauſe fearin thoſe, 
to whom the inſpe&ion and execution of the Jaw is 
committed. Deliver him that ſuffereth wrong from 
the hand of the oppreflour, and be not faint hearted, 
when thou fitteſt in judgement, ſays the wiſe ſon of 
Sirach, 
© Feay regards more the greatneſs of the perſon, than 
the nature of the cauſe z to prevent which Fethro ad- 
viſes Moſes to employ ſuch in judicial affairs, as were 
men of courage "YN BIR ſtrenuous and undaunt- 
ed, and God himſelf forbids the magiſtrate to fear the 
face of man, for the jindgement s God's, It was a va- 
lorous reſolution of Papinianns, that choſerather to 
die, than to excuſe the parricide of the Emperour 4y- 
0ninus Baſtianus, And it was no leſs heroick act of 
thoſe Catholick Biſhops who being charged by the 
ArrianEmperour to condemn Athanaſius,both wich- 
out witneſs, and unheard, wotld rather hazard their 
eſtates, than by fear be berraied to-do that injaſtice, 

Favonr is another obſtrucer of the law, which 
when it is obſerved, judgementmuſtneeds be perver- 
red, Accept no perſon againſt thy ſoul, 8 ler not the 
reverence of any man cauſe thee to fall, as that wiſe 
man adviſes, It was a ſtrange meſlage that Ageſ#laus 
the Lacedemonian Prince (2 man otherwiſe juſtly re- 
nowned for his good government) wrote to ſome Fu- 
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ftice or Of ficer of ſtate in favour of Nici.s , Niciam, fi 
inſons eſt, dimitte, ſi ſons, mea cauſa dinutte, utcunque 
dimitte, It Nictas be not guilty diſmiſs him; it guilty, 
yet for my ſake diſmiſs him: however let him be diſ- 
miſled, But as the law (which is the dumb magiſtrate) 
is made without reſpec of perſons, fo ſhould the y4- 
giſtrate (which is the ſpeaking law ) execute ir with- 
out fayouring of them, puniſhing a grand oppreſſour, ,;,.., :., 
as well as a pet'y prrioiner, an hanghty adnlterer, as vi: - 1+ 
well as an inferiour debauched perſon, and jay ing che 85%» 
law toa great Recuſant,as well as to a poor ſchiſmatick 
or ſeparatiſt, and it ſuch great oxes were made exam- 

ples of juſtice, and the laws not ſuppreſſed out of fear 

or favour to them, ſuch ſeverities would ſtrike more 

awe & terrour into tranſgreſſours,then the puniſhing 
of an hundred underlings,and inferiour perſons, Suct: 

ſhould have no more favour ſhewed them than what 

Galba Governour of Arragon in Spaix ( the {ame as 

ſome think that afterward was Emperour of Rome)did 

to a condemned Gentleman that jintreated he mighr 

not die the death of ordinary maletaCtours: he offer- 

ed him onely this priviledge, that waving the com- 

mon gallows, he ſhould have one made heher, and if 
he would carved and painted too, 

4, The law is abuted by a too ſevere execution of 
it,when the extremity of it is proſecuted againſt any, 

that perhaps have done ſomething contrary to the 
letter of the law, but not violated or contradicted the 
end of it, or i3tent of the law giver, in which caſes 1f 
rizour ſhould always be uſed, laws which areintended 
for the beboof,, and b:acfr, would by fuch ſevere con- 
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iruRtion become the bane and ruine of humane ſoci- 
ety; and judgement which of it ſelf is ſweet and plea- 
Jant, by ſuch forcing and ſtraining it, would be turn- 
ed into gall and bitterneſs, Wringing of the noſe (lays 
Solomon) bringeth forth blood, and by wringing of 
the law, and making it a noſe of wax to bend to the 
humour of every inconfiderate proſecutour, forcerh 
blood,and thereby rather contracts a guilr,than takes 
any away, Our laws are not like Tiberius or Caligula's 
decrees, which were termed farores, non judicia ; and 
therefore are they not without great neceſſity to be 
executed(as Draco's were ſaid to be written)in blood, 
for by ſuch proceedings ſummum jus, would be ſum- 
784 injuria, To prevent which not onely ours, but a// 
well governed politics, have given ſome power, more 
or lels, into the hand of the Magiſtrate, even in thoſe 
Courts that were(.as one ſpeaks) ſtridfiſs3mi jurt, 
according to the exigency ofcircumſtances,and varie- 
ty of occaſions to qualify and mitigate ſomerhing of 
the ſeverity of law's by the rules of equity;wherein ap- 
pears the great wiſdom of Law-makers, who though 
they wiſely toreſaw.the mjtigation of the:law,to be as 
neceſſary and requifite,as the ſeverity of it, yet becauſe 
of the pronenefs of all men to offend, thought it fit 
to expreſs the extremity plainly and literalh, thereby 
to keep men within the compaſs of obedience ; bur 
co leave the mitigation to the diſcretion of-the magi- 
ſtrate tacttely and ſecretly, thereby to moderate ri2our 
into equ3ty : which is ſo far from evacuating the Jaw, 
or perverting juſtice, that it rather ge: and con - 
firms it; for equity being. of the eflence of all laws, S 
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muſteither be diretlyexpreſſed,or implicitly#nderſtood 
in them, Theſe two have {uch near and cloſe depen- 
dance upon each other, that like Hippocrates's twins, 
they live and die together , for (. as.the Philoſopher 
ſpeaks) *a 5 o apyer, (uAnE T5 Smgjy, « 5 Ts d- 
x4/2,.% 72 iov, The nature and eſſence of a law cone Aiift. Ech. 
fiſts not in.letters-and ſyllables,bur in the ſcope and iy- 5: © 1% 
textion of it, Mens legs eſt ipſa lex; and therefore for 
any. by a cunning and finiſterconſtrufion,by a forced Prat: Pro' 
and indirect interpretation either of laws or aF0ns,, Scriprum 
per verborum aucupia,e? literarum tendicul as (as Tully (1491, ca- 
ſpeaks) to protecF injury, or wrong innocence, is tO.,gs; ow 
make the law, which is intended for a fence, become judicis, vo- 
a [nare, and to oppreſs that innocency,which it ſhould y-ray 
proteeF, autborita- 

3. Thisſinof injuſtice and oppreſſion, or turning (79:6 
judgement into gall, is contemptus authoritatis; tis an. 
implicit contempt both of that divine and humane 
authority,by whichlaws are conſtituted. It.is aſpitting. 
defiance in the face of Magiſtrates, and contemning 
of that power wherewith they areinveſted, which they. 
who are guilty of ſuch- praiſes, think to elude, by 
outiwitting the law,and thoſe that ſir to judge accord- 
ing to ir, And ſuch how dothey. hugg themſelves in. 
their private receſſes, and inwarcly applaud the dexte- 
rity of their wit, which is able to contrive the gaining. 
of ſo great a conqueſt, as-to make Magiſtracy it ſelf. 
acceſſory to their practiſes,. Such, they deal with the. 
Maziſtrate,as the Fews with our Savicar,ſuffer a ſcay-- 
tet robe tobe put on him, and crown him with exſegps. 
of authority, onely that. he may. thereby become a. 

more 
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more ready object of [corn and deriſron, And what 
oreater opprebrium can be offered to the Magiſtrate, 
than not onely to nu{lify and evacsate his power, but 
to render it contempible and ridiculous, | 

But the contempt reſts not here.,it riſes higher ſtill, 
and reaches not onely to the Fudge's ſeat, but to the 
Throne of the Almighty, and ſets a mark of contempt 
and brand of infam:yupon the ſeveral attributes of God, 
both his wi{domr, and power, and mercy, and juſtice : 
for he that by fraud, or violence, or other indirect 
means ( though under the covert of the law ) invades 
or nſ{urps upon the rights of another, does, ſo far as in 
him lies, withour any warrant, fruſtrate and annihilate 
the gifts of God, and rakes upon him to thwart and 
contradict his moſt wiſe Providence, ſetting up him- 
ſeif, as it were,in God's ſtead, and dethroning him, 
ro erect and eſtabliſh a new order of providence of his 
own, thereby reproaching his wiſdom, as though God 
had not wifely enough diſpenſed his bleffings ; que- 

ſtioning his power.as though he were not ableto main- 
cain theinjuriouſly oppreſſed againſt a furious adver- 
ſary, impuzuing his mercy, as though he would not 
ſuffer God to beſtow his largeſſes, but upon whom 
himſelf ſhall pleaſe , and impeaching his Fuſtice, as 
though God would not take notice of,8& repay thoſe 
wrongs which are done upon the earth, And thou 
chat;bya plea of judgement,doſtthele things,thinkeſt 
chou, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgement of God 2 
no, they that hanour him ſhall be hopeared, but they 
that thus cortemn him, ſhall be contemncd by him, 
4, Laſt!y,this turning of jydgemert £nto gall,is, Fru- 
{tratis 
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ſtratio expeftationis divine, a fruſtration of Gods ex- 


pectation : God looks for grapes, but behold they bring \-3*-33- 


forth wild grapes; ſo that (as it is, Dey, 32.) their vir e 
s of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah : 
their grapes are grapes of gall, their cluſters are bitter, 


zl 


their wine is the poyſon of dragons, and the crnel venime Ctap.c 7, 


of aſpes ; or as the Prophet Iſziah exprefles it, God 
looks for judgement,but behold oppreſon,for righteouf- 
neſs, but behold a cry , where by 2a unhappy miſtake, 
they change (as the ſacred Janguage hath it) 


C2U7 jato NEWP and FTWHIW into FTHPS, inſtead: 


of grapes, they bring torth thorns, and thiſtles inſtead 


of figs, They thararein authority ſhould' not be' 85? 


the fruitleſs fig-tree that fruſtrated thoſe expeRtati- 
ons that were raiſed about it ; nor as Fotham's bram- 
ble torend and tear thoſe that hope to find relief un- 
der their ſhadow, When any are pur. ippaoyhcs, of 
truſt, or places of power, itis not tothis.end,thar they 
ſhould bear.rule & (way over others at their pleaſure 
but char they ſhould be aſuccour &help to thoſe thar 
ſtand in need of, ſeek ro,&:depend yponthem fortheir 
aid, God endues them with that power which others 
want, that they may makKe uſe thereof, to help thoſe 
to right, who have not power to help chemſelves;and 
when any ſhall ſo far abuſe this power, a5 to make ule 
thereof tocontrary ends,and inſtead of heiping the in- 
jured to tight, t0.1ake:it fromithem's inſtead of being 
a refuge to them from the oppreſſour, themſelves to 
zurn - {a grain 154n high provocationand indignj- 
ty offered to him, to whom they age accountable 
for that power they bayereceived from him;and who 
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expeas ſome proportionable returns to be made unto 
him, and if they be made contrary to his expeRation, how 
direful and ſad will the account be?-what a {trangereckon- 
ing will the rich Reward make, when God ſhall at laſt (as 
afſuredly he will) require of himan account of his ſteward- 
ſhip? Behold, thou haſt given me five talents, and I-have 
made themten, and when the queſtion ſhall be put, how, 
or by what means? what a ſtrange and unaccountable re- 
turn will itbeto ſay, I haveunjuſtly and injuriouſly rob- 
bed from my fellow-ſervants thoſe few talents which thou 
gaveſt them : I have gained thus much by my violent 
maintaining a.cauſe which chou hareſt,and which my own 
.conſcience ſecretly told me was moſt #»jaſt, So much I have 
wrung from others by extortion and oppreſſion, by forged 
records, ſycophancy or falſe accuſation, by ſuborned wit- 
neſſes,and ſuch other unjuſt practiſes, which ſurely are ſore 
evils, that aretoo.commonly doxe under the ſun. 
And now forthe puniſhing and preventing of theſe and 
{uch like praiſes, upon whom are the minds of the people 
ſer, but upon your Zord/»ips? their eyes are towards you, 
cheir hopes are 5 you; their expeRationsare from you. In 
your knownintegrity and-uprightneſs is their confidence 
' Placed for a redreſsof thoſe injuries, which either through 
the power,0r pride,or maligg,or revenge,or wrath,or cruelty 
of oppreſſours have been either felt or feared by them. May 
your authority accordingly be made uſe of, to abate the 
pride, and ſuppreſs the power, and curb the s»/o/ency, and 
quell the oppreſſions of thoſe that uſe(or rather abuſe)their 
power and might to overbear and ſway down right and equi- 
75: ſothatall may feethat itis not the faleft baggs, or the 
freatef friends, or the skilfulleſt pleaders, that ſhall prevail 
eyond the merits of any cauſe,when they have to do with 
ſuch upright 7adges as your Honoxrs,who will not ſuffer by 
indirect praCtiſes, judgement to be twrned into gall, or the 
fruits of righteouſneſs intobemlich, 


Soels Deo Gloria, 


—_———— 
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